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On October 20, 2017 the SARA Education Fund Past Presidents 2017 Student 

Scholarship was presented to Ivan Hanson at the SARA National Conference Celebration 

of Architecture and Design banquet and SARA’s 61st anniversary celebration in New York, 

NY. 

 

The student scholarship program was submitted to all Accredited Architectural Schools  

across the United States.  The student must be currently enrolled and we requested the  

deans and professors of the schools to select a currently enrolled student that is at the  

top of their class academically, and has a strong character and impeccable integrity.   

There were numerous submissions from students across the country.  We had  

Submissions from University of Utah, Texas, Florida, Georgia, Harvard, Southern 

California, Pennsylvania, Marywood University and New York to name a few schools. 

 

The student was required to submit an official transcript, letter of recommendation from  

the Dean or Course Advisor, Examples of students works, biographical sketch  

describing the student’s reason for studying Architecture and goals the student hopes to  

achieve and a peer recommendation based upon the SARA motto of “Architect Helping  

Architect” illustrating “Student Helping Student.” 

 

Ivan Hanson is in enrolled in the Bachelors of Architecture program in Marywood 

University in Scranton Pennsylvania and will be graduating in May 2018 and has been 

on the Dean’s List since Fall 2015 through Spring 2017. 
 

Excerpt from Ivan Hanson’s Application for Scholarship 



 

As a child growing up I never entertained the notion of studying architecture, 
simply because my father was one, and I was all to aware of the long nights 
and stressful days he worked. I chose to study physics in college, I had 
enjoyed it in high school and the idea of working in the field of science or 
medicine had many pulls. But I never got passionate; I could never fully dig 
into the work and the learning associated with physics and math in college. 
The problems all seemed to prescribed and there wasn’t enough creative 
freedom or need for imagination to get me excited. So I dropped out of 
school after two years and started a period of self-reflection. 
 
That is when I decided to study architecture, it all became apparent to me, 
it was a field large enough for me to never become bored, there is always 
something new to discover and the field of architecture is ever evolving. It 
would challenge me to derive new solutions to complex problems and 
allowed me to think creatively. 
 
Lastly, it is entirely centered on people. Simply put, I enjoy helping people; 
I enjoy studying them and how they interact. I wanted to study physics 
because of people, but this was better. 
 
Now I am here, four years into studying architecture learning more than I 
could have ever imagined but still barely scraping the surface. I find energy 
in the challenges, both in school and at the firm and I am driven by the goal 
to challenge the way people think about space and how they interact with it 
and each other. My goal is to garner an understanding of how people 
understand place and to, if even in my small influence, help reignite an 
affinity and respect for thoughtfulness, quality, and craftsmanship. 

 

Some examples of Ivan Hanson’s work; 
     

 



  
 



 

As this year’s co chairperson it was a pleasure to meet Ivan and present him with the 

scholarship and glad his family was able to join the celebration. 

      

We look forward to hearing and seeing Ivan advance his career in Architecture.  

Congratulations Ivan Hanson. 
 


